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Although each female flower prodeces
only one seed, a plant that emerges in
mid-May can casily have 30,000 to
62,000 seeds, Seeds are dispersed by
water {through rain-wash channels or
gulleys), birds, burrowing animals, and
humans. During summer and fall, wind
plays a minor role in dispersal, but
winter it may roll the seeds for long dis-
tances over the surface of crusied snpow

Buried seeds can survive in the soil for
thirty-ninge vears of more, remaining via-
ble until conditions are favorsble for ger-
mination. Soil femperature is the most
important factor in germination. Opti-
mum sl tempersture Muciwates between
% anad BOP F (I0F w0 27° O, Optimum
soil maodstune for seed germination is 14 to
22 percent. Seeds usually begin germinat-
ing in May, By the end of the first week
in June germination is 90 percent
complete.

Comman ragwesd s extremely com-
petitive, partly because it can accumulate
large quaniities of trace clements. Comn
studies show that common ragweed gen-
crally absorbs much more boron, copper,
magnesium, ginc, tin, galium, vanodium,
hismuth, nickel, chromium, potassium,
and calcium than do com leaves harvested
af tassel stage. Ragweed grows well on
s0ils coptaining enough zinc fo be foxK: 10
other plants. When com and mgweed
were grown in sodl with s heawy concen-
tration of zinc, ragweed absorbed about
seven times more zine than com did. A
seviere pagweed problem causes extreme
nutritional defickencies in crops.

Common ragwesd is widespread on ar-
able land and is found in cultivated fields,
gardens, vacant lots, and wasle places,
and along roadsides and fence rows. It
can grow in clay, silt, and sand mixieres
bt prefers heavier, moist soals with a pH
betwesn 6.0 and 7.0. Ragwesd is a type-
cal after-harvest cover in grain and hay
fields. It is also abundant in cereal crops
and cultivated row crops, Peak growth
oceurs from mid=July to mid-August.
Secd production begins in late August and
continues through September.
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has large. three-lobed (occasionally five-
lobed) leaves that are opposite each odher
on the stem. Leaves of mature common
ragweed are altermately armunged

Western ragweed (Ambrosia psiloara-
chva ) prefers dry prairies and plains. It is
common  throughout the western. mid-
wisstern, and eastern United States excepl
for the Pacific nonhwest corner, Maine
and the Great Lokes region, This weed
grows | bo 7 Feet (L3 to 2.5 m) tall ansd 1=
characterized by its bushy, dense growth
hakit and hairy stems, Western regweed
can reproduce by creeping rootsiocks as
well as seeds, whereas common ragwesd
is strictly a shallow-rooted anmual

Skeletonbeal bursage (Amibrasia tomen-
ftore) is @ perennil thol reproduces by
decp crecping rhizomes and seeds. It
grows | to 2 feet (30 w 60 cm) wall, The
burrlike frunt surrounding  the  female
flower bears one 1o three seeds that are
coversd with sharp spines when mature.
Common ragweed has po burrike struc-
ture or creeping rhizomes.

NATURAL HISTORY

A native of Norh America, COMITAON Fag-
weed s found throughout the United
States except for the northernmost Great
Lakes region and northern Maine. It has
since spresd and is now common throogh-
out Europe, Asi, and South America,

The genus npame Ambrosia  means
“food of the gods.” While it may be fit
for the pods, it canses nousea and sore
maouths in livestock. Fonunately, the bil-
ter taste of ragweed makes livestock
poisoning infrequent.

Ragweed produces huge amounts of
pollen in the fall, afflicting millions of
people who have allergies. Destroying the
plants before they flower lessens the se-
verity of allergic reactions.

Common ragweed is also known as
Roman wormweed, anmual ragwesd, wild
tansy, and hogweed.

CONTROL
Ragweed can tolerste much abuse, in-
cluding mowing, trampling, and grazing.

S
ring or plowing the soil decreases but
does not eradicate the ragweed popula-
tion. However, proper cultivation and’or
chemical application can kill most of the
ragweed seedlings in row crops.

Muost preemergence herbicides are ef-
fective in controlling common ragweed in
corn and sovbeans. Postemergence appli-
catbons of Banvel in comn and Basagran in
sovbeans ane recommiended for cheaning
up escape weeds.

For control in small grains, Bifenox
(Modown 4F) is often recommended for
preemergence control, amd MUPA or
2,4-I for postemergence controd. The ex-
act treatment, however, depends on the
cropping system.

For specific recommensdations, consult
VOUr county extension agent or the mios)
recent Weed Control Mamial and Herbi-
cide Guide, available through Meister
Publishing Company, 37841 Euclid Ave-
nue, Willoughby, Ohio 44094, Follow
label instructions for all herbicides and
observe restrictions on grazing and har-

vesling procedures,
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