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SEEDLING DESCRIPTION
Ihe seedling stem (hypocotyl) of yellow
rocket is red, smooth, and about Y mch (6
mm} bong. The two seed leaves (Cotyle
done) are oval and have rounded bases and
slightly motched tips. Cotvledons are less
than % inch long and are ablached by
s, reddish  leal [pretioles)
abowt %4 inch long
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BIOLOGY

Yellow rocket 15 o member of the Mustard

family (Crucilersel, a larpe group that in

cludes many other weeds and numerous
crop plams, such as cabbage, tumips,
broceoli, and caoliffower. Yellow mocket
is generally considered a biennial: it ger-
minates in summer or fall, produces an
overwinbering crown that includes a ro-



sette and yellow taproot, and sends up a
Mower stalk early the following spring.
The whole plant usually dies the following
autuma. Occasionally, however, its crown
coninues to send up new flower stalks in
spring for several years in a row, and yel-
low rocket becomes in effect a short-lived
perennial.

The srmooth, strong stems are angular
of ridged in cross-section and grow 1 io 3
feet (30 to B0 cm) tall, Three to eight
stems emerge from the crown and con-
timwe t0 branch owt as they grow,

Leaves are deep green, smooth, and
come in various shapes, depending on
their location on the plant. Rosstie leaves
— those af the base of the plant — are 2 1o
8 inches (5 to 20 cm) long, and have a
large, round terminal lobe as well as one
o four pairs of small, deeply indented,
owval lobes near the leafl base. Stem leaves
are alermately arranged and come in two
different shapes. Leaves on the lower pan
of the stemn are shaped like the rosctic
leaves and are directly attached o the
stem. They measure ¥ 1o 5 inches (1.2 o
13 ¢m) long, becoming shorter and less
deeply lobed toward the top of the plunt.
Leaves on the upper part of the stem ane
not lobed at all and have coarsely toothed
margins.

Yellow rocket is the first weed in the
Mustard family to bloom in spring. The
bright vellow flowers form upright clusters
about 5 inches bong at the end of cach
branch. In the northeastern United States,
yellow rocket blooms in April and May.
Cithers, including wild mustard, bloom in
late surmmer and fall. Individual flowers
have four petals and measure about 35
inch across. The lower flowers on the
cluster open first and soon develop do
long narrow seed pods as the flower buds
farther wp on the stem open. 50 when blos-
soming is halfway completed, each fower
stalk has seed pods at the bottom, flowers
in the middle, and unopened buds at the
top. Seed pods are dark preen, about |
inch (2.5 cm) long, less than % mch in di-
ameter, and nearly square in cross section,

Seeds are oblong, about Ve inch
(0.E mm) long, and light-vellow 1w
yellow-brown when ripe. They germinate
during summer and on into sutumn and
may remain viable in sodl for several
WEIrE,

SIMILAR SPECIES
Three weeds in the Mustard family closely
resemble  yellow  rocket  wild radish

[(Rapharey rephanioras), wild muostard
(Brassca kaler), and black mustand (8.
niged), from which we produce table mus-
tard. The leaf shape and flowers of all
these weeds resemble those of yellow
rocket, but yellow rocket has smooth
beaves and the others have hary leaves.
As mentioned abowve, only vellow mocked
blooms in early spring. Yellow rocket
socdlings can be distinguished from the
other three wesds by leaf shape, The coty-
ledons and first tree leaves of yellow
rocket are oval. The other three weeds
have deeply notched, kidney-shaped coty-
ledons, and their first true leaves are
coarsely 1oothed and hairy,

MATURAL HISTORY

Yellow mocket is a native of both North
America aml Furasia, It is especially
ahundant in the northeastern and north
central United States, bt grows throwgh-
out Morth America as far south as Arkan-
gaq, and north into Ontario and MNew-
foundland. K prefers moist ground and
rich alluvial soil. In carly spring, its pro-
fuse bright yelkow blossoms are a comman
sight in hayfields and mesdows, where its
seods may mature before the first harvest,
Yellow mocket also grows in cultivated
fields, abong roadsides, and on wasteland.

Yellow rocket can be caten year-round,
bt it has the best flavor when its leaves
are still covered with smow. Its vitemin-C-
rich buds and leaves may be coten uw as
a salad green or cooked as o potherh, The
flavor is most delicate in early spring, and
the taste resembles thot of tumip greens,
Other common names are mwcket cress,
yellow cress, bitter cress, and winier
CTEss,

In medieval times, vellow rocket was
used as a poultice on wounds. The penus
name Bararea was given in bonor of Bar-
hara, patron saing of amillerymen and sol-
diers, whi was called upon for protection
during lightning stonms and heavy gunfire.

CONTROL

Yellow rocket is a problem weed primar-
ily in hayfields and pastures. The best me-
chanical control method is to time the first
hiay harvest early enough to mow off flow-
ers before seeds mature, IF fGields are hadly
infested, rotating to a cultivated crop such
s com or sovbeans for severn] years gives
good control. The ground can be disked o
harrowed in late summer or eardy fall o
maduce vellow rockel seeds 1o germinate;
sprimg phowing will then destroy ssedlings

and young rosettes. However, fall plowing
on land with more than @ 3 percent slope
cauwses soil erosion over winter, Unless
fields are quite level, plowing should wait
until spring.  Several commaonly used
broadieaf hesbicides are effective agaims
yellow rocket. The best choice depends
upon the cropping system and other weed
problems.

For specific recommendations. consult
your county Exicnsion agent or the most
recent Weed Corrral Manual and Herbi-
cide Guide, available through Meister
Publishing Company, 37841 Euchd Ave-
owe, Willoughby, Ohio 44094, Follow
label instructions for all herbicides amcd
observe restrictions on graxing and har-
vesting procedures.
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