SEEDLING DESCRIPTION
In cormmon cocklebur, the stem bebow the
is stout, purple at the base,
and green on the upper portion. The seed
leaves are abowt 1% inches (4 cm) long
amd ' inch {6 mm) wide. They are thick
and tapered to a dull poing. Upper surfaces
are darker than lower sur-
s are wisible on the upper
t-green lines and on the

sped leave

light-green lines. Leaf stalks (petioles)
short and broad.

[he first two true beaves are opposiie
ench other, epgo and slighthy
topthed, subsequent leaves altemaie up the
siem and are distincily toosthed. Mewly
CICrging leaves are erect and flat, and
both surfaces have a demse cowve of
hair. The upper surfaces of true leay
darker than the lower surfawces. Veins are
evident on both leaf surfaces. The stem is
stout, preen with maroon fle and
roughenad with a dense covering of suff,
short hairs,

BOLDGY

Common cocklebur is a highly branched,
Lagwy , broadleaved anmual that grows
from 8 inches to & fect (0.2 to 2m) high.
The dull green leaves aliemate along the
stem, are coarsely toothed, and often have
three o five shallow bebes. The beaf stalks
are about as long as the leaves.

The flower heads of common cocklebur
are unisexpal. 5mall male and female
flowers fonm separate clusters.  Male
(stuminate) flowers are in short terminal
spikes or clusters, and the burike female
(pustllated fhowens are in axillary clhesters
Ihe dhstincl seed e o burs of cockle-
bur make the weed easy o ::|,:||_'r||||_1I Hairs
are highi brown, %2 00 | mch (1 10 2.5 cm)
long, and owval or -:1|'-|||nt[ They are cov-
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terminate in two hooked spmes, Each
prickle is Yo to ¥ inch (2 to & mm) long.

Each bur contains two beown to black
achenes (seeds), one above the other. The
bower sped can germinate immediately; the
upper soed is dormant and does not genmi-
fafe until months or often years later.
Seads are about Y= inch (12 to 14 mm) long
and Y (4.5 1o 5 mm) wide. Mature burs
are dispersed primarily by humans and
anirmals.

Seeds perminate from carly spring
through summer, from depths of up o 6
inches (15 cm). Seads and small seedlings
are oxic to humans and livestock, but tox-
wity decreases rapidly a5 the first froe
beaves develop. Regardless of size, com-
meon  cocklebur  flowers  from  Auguost
through Cetober in responses (o day length,

SIMILAR

There are a number of related cocklebur
speckes, many of them local vanants of
Kanthinm strimarim. While these spe-
cies wre difficull o distinguish from one
another in the ssedling stage, they are rela-
tively easy to tell apart in bur stage, A ma-
ture bur must be present to identify the
VIS Species,

Jimsonweed seedlings alse resemble
cocklebur. One way to el the two apart is
that jimsomweed stems amd leaves are
smooth and have a single midvein on the
e leaves, while cocklebur has three
midveins originating from the leaf hase
where the stalk joins the leaf.

HATURAL HISTORY

German colonists who settled in Pennsyl-
vimia infroduced cocklebur to the north-
castem United States. The weed is native
to Burasin, Central America, and the
Mississippi Valley, It mow pgrows in
Mexico, where it s ome of the most troub-
lesome broadleaved weeds, as well as in
southern Canada amnd throughout mest of
the: United States.

Cockleburs are members of the Com-
posite family, The spiny burs and in dis-
persal of the species and make the weed
ahiffecult o controd, Commen cockbebur is
foundd  abong  roadsides; in cultivated
fiehds, bottom lands, and waste ploces;
and on abandoned land, poor pastures,
and vacant bots, 11 s very competitive in
many crops, especially in soybeans, be-
cause of similarifies in emergence time
and growith habdi_

Common cocklebur is also known as
clodbur, sheepbur,  ditchbur, burweed,
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Xewnrhiumt 18 the botanical name for
cockleburs. One theory suggests the name
wias chosen by an eighteenth century
French batanist. in honor of Xanthuos, the
ancient capital of Lycia. The modem ex-
planation is that Xosshinm derives from
the Greek word, Xamthos, meaning “yeal-
low,™ since cockleburs have a thck yeal-
low sap. Cocklebur sap was used in
Gresce for centuries as o hair dye. The
leaves, seeds, and roots of some cockle-
bur species werne once used a5 medicine 1o
purify blood and o counteract hydropho-
bia (fear of waler),

CONTROL

Complbete control of common cocklebur is
often difficult because some of the seeds
remivn dormant in the soil for months or
even vears, Early-season comirel is im-
portant because cocklebur grows rapidly
amd, onee established, can be a long-term
problem.

The most effective control measure s
to prevent secd production. Cultivation
practices and herbicide applications can
also be effective. No single herbicide
gives good full-season control; therefore,
both preemergence and  postemeTgence
herbicide applications are necessary.

For most effective postemergence con-
trol, cocklebur must be shorier than 3
inches (20 cm) at time of treatment, and
herbicides muest be applied under good
growing conditions,

For specific recommendations, consult
VOUF county extension agent o the most
recent Weed Control Manual and Herbi-
cide Guide, available through Meister
Publishing Company, 37841 Buclid Awe-
pue, Willoughby, Ohio 44084, Follow
label instrections for all herbicides and
observe resirictions on grazing and har-

vesting procedures.
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