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WITCHGRASS

(Panicum capillare)
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13 mm) wide. Soft erect hairs cover both
surfaces, especially near the base of the
blade; the fip end of the leal 15 kess hnry,
The leal sheaths wre covered with dense,
soft hairs up to Y inch (3 mmb kong th
stand stragght out from the surlace and be-
come quite harsh and brstly as the grass
mitures,

The purple or green seed heads (pani-
cles) are guite large, often one hall 1o 1w
thirds the size of the entire plant. Leaves
may higde the base of the seed head untl
midsummer when the seeds begin 1o ma-
tere. The pamicle then opens 1o form a
wide-spreading,  branched inflorescence
with hundreds of tiny florets on threadlike
stalks. Esch foret produces a single seed
aboart Vie inch {1 mm) long.

When the grains ripen, the stem of the
seed head becomes brinde and breaks off
casily, The whaole panicle of springy fine
bramches drifis and bounces along in the
wind like a tumbleweed. scattering seeds
over great distances. Witchgrass spreads
quickly once introduced to an area.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Fall panicum {Pamiciem dichoiomiforum)
is closely related fo watchgrass, but has a
smaroth shiny stem. Wilchgrss has a
fuzzy stem, cven in the seedling stage.
The closely reluted wild proso millet
(Panicwm milioceum) has a hairy stem,
but its seedhead s distingtly drooping,
while that of witchgrass is stiffer and
more erecl, Several brome grasses have
similar hairy sheaths and stems. These are
hairy chess or cheatl {Hromus commda-
st downy brome (8. fechovum)], and
soft chess (B, mollis), However, the lig-
ubes of all three of these grasses are mem-
branous, whibe the ligule of witchgrass is
a row of short hairs.

HATURAL HISTORY

Witchgrass is mative to the castern United
States and is a common weed in cofton,
alfalfa, com, and other cultivated row
crops. It prefers dry soil but sdapts well 1o
irmgated crops and gardens. Witchgrass
provws in meadows, cultivated fields, and
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contaninates amall crop sced, especially
alfalfa.

The voung panicle of witchgrass looks
like a pointed shaving brush or a witch's
broom, Witchgrass is known by other
common npames, including ticklegrass,
hairgrass, panic grass, and tumble grass.

CONTROL

Witchgrass can be controlled by many of
the methods used to control other annual
grass weeds. Severnl cultural methosds
can help prevent problems. Clean culti-
vating may be done lote in the season o
destroy young planis and prevent seed
formation, Alse effective are mowing
waste places before seeds form  and
pulling or hoeing scatbered plants while
they are small.

Witchgruss is one of the few weeds un-
alfected by the herbicide arrazine, When
this chemical is used for weed control,
other weeds are eliminated, and the ab-
sence of competiton allows wiltchgrass to
Nowrish, When witchgrass is among the
weeds infesting agronomic crops, 4 com-
bination of several herbicides should be
usied.

For specific recommendations, consult
yvour county Extension agent or the most
recent Weed Conrrod Mol and Herbi-
cide Gueide, available through Meister
Publishing Company, 37841 Euclid Ave-
nue, Willoughby, Ohio 44094, Follow la-
bel insiructions for all herbicides and ob-
sErvie  restrictions om gracing  and
harvesting procedunes.
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